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The United Nations Association of New York will honor
Rotary International and The Rotary Foundation of RI with its
2007 Humanitarian Award on 25 October, in recognition of
Rotary’s significant efforts to provide safe water and sanitation
and its commitment to sustainable development worldwide.

"In the years since Rotary International has started
focusing on water as one of its annual service emphases. We’ve
learned just how much can be accomplished with relatively
little, how a single small water project, perhaps a pump or a
filter, can change the life of a community," says RI President
Wilfrid J. Wilkinson. "However, our work has also included
participation in many other major water projects."

The award is presented annually in observance of United
Nations Day (24 October). This year's award ceremony will
focus on the global water crisis. Other honorees include Antony
Burgmans, former chair of Unilever, and Cirque du Soleil's One
Drop Foundation.

More than 70 Rotarians from the United States and Canada
are working with fellow Rotarians, volunteers, and health
workers to administer the oral polio vaccine to children as part
of a nationwide immunization campaign in Ethiopia 18-20
October.

Ezra Teshome of the Rotary Club of Seattle, who has led
seven other immunization campaigns in Ethiopia, is leading the
group. Teshome emigrated to the United States from Ethiopia
in 1971.

“This is a historic opportunity to end polio in my former
homeland – and worldwide,” he says. “We must remain
committed until every child is protected against the tragic, fatal
consequences of this disease.”

Significant progress has been made toward ending polio in
Ethiopia, which has not reported a single case of the disease
this year. The country recorded 22 cases in 2005 and 17 in 2006
after an outbreak in the Horn of Africa.

Wayland Rotary Club
c/o Bo Lysell, editor
4535 Rt 21
Atlanta, NY 14808
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